Evolution of the Dominion of Canada by B., E. A. & Porritt, Edward
 
Review
Author(s): E. A. B.
Review by: E. A. B.
Source: The Geographical Journal, Vol. 52, No. 6 (Dec., 1918), p. 388
Published by: geographicalj
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1780275
Accessed: 21-06-2016 22:47 UTC
 
Your use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of the Terms & Conditions of Use, available at
http://about.jstor.org/terms
 
JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted
digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about
JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.
Wiley, The Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British Geographers) are
collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to The Geographical Journal
This content downloaded from 131.247.112.3 on Tue, 21 Jun 2016 22:47:11 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms
 388 REVIEWS
 landes, previously an essential accessory of the arable fields, could be tilled.
 Also, with the increased area under the plough and the rise in productivity, it
 became possible to grow fodder crops on the " good lands," previously reserved
 entirely for the production of human food. Thus the supply of domestic
 animals increased, and animal manure became available.
 In the latter part of the nineteenth century, therefore, a new prosperity
 reigned. But there are signs that the first flush of this is fading. Liming was
 carried to excess, with the usual*unfavourable results. Emigration is increasing,
 for in this country of mitayers there is little room for younger sons. Dr. Musset
 is of opinion that depopulation will continue, unless industry can be developed
 anew in the region : .the local agriculture in itself will not support the people.
 He himself avoids any consideration of the wider issues involved, but it is
 obvious that the problem is not one limited to the particular region discussed,
 and we recommend his book to all geographers interested in the question of the
 relations between agriculture and industry in relatively poor areas. We may
 add that, perhaps as a result of present difficulties, there is much repetition in
 the book, suggesting that opportunities for thorough revision of the completed
 manuscript were not available.
 M. I. N.
 AMERICA
 Evolution of the Dominion of Canada.? Edward Porritt. Yonkers-on-Hud-
 son, New York : World Book Company. 1918.
 Mr. Porritt's book is mainly concerned with the government of Canada,
 and of this he has given us an excellent study, at once full, suggestive, and
 informing. His long acquaintance with the political life and institutions of
 both Canada and the United States enables him to penetrate beneath the
 surface and show us how the political machinery really works. And his exten?
 sive knowledge of the history of representive government in England provides
 him with many instractive comparisons between the institutions of mother-
 country and colony. The chapters which he devotes to Canadian history
 before the confederation are also singularly illuminating. They light up the
 background of modern conditions and show the origin and growth of the
 forces?social, religious, and economic?whose interplay makes the politics of
 the Dominion. The substance of Canadian history is to be found in the
 relations of the two races, French and English, who had to learn co-operation;
 in the relations of the colony with the mother-country, from whose parental
 control she had to win her freedom ; in her relations with her powerful and
 progressive neighbour, whose constant influence on her development Mr.
 Porritt takes pains to illustrate ; and in the long struggle with nature which
 the character of her vast continental territory imposed upon her. The single
 chapter which Mr. Porritt gives to the description of the economic and geo-
 graphical divisions of Canada is exceedingly helpfui in the light it throws on
 the political problems which the economic differences of the various parts of
 the country have created. His account, too, of the origin and development
 of the national policy is most valuable; and the book as a whole, though not
 always very carefully written, shows a knowledge and insight into Canadian
 conditions which make it invaluable for English readers seeking a concise and
 living account of the politics of the Dominion. E. A. B.
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